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DlSC golf course about to become a reality

By SuzanNE GARDNER
INTERIM EDITOR

Looking for a family-friend-
ly and inexpensive outdoor
sport that you can enjoy near-
ly yearround in Nantucket?
Consider disc golf, a sport for
all ages and all skill levels. The
only investment in equipment
is approximately $10 for a disc
(Frisbee).

Nantucket Disc Golf, a
501(c)(3) organization, has
worked in collaboration with
the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Conservation and
Recreation since 2008 on the
development of a disc golf
course in the Nantucket State
Forest (see accompanying
map). John Varkonda, the
State Forest Superintendent
for Martha’s Vineyard and

Nantucket, will oversee the
course. It is anticipated that
preliminary site work will be-
gin soon, continue through
October and resume early
next spring.

Spokesperson Todd Rain-
water, one of the principals in
developing the course, said
that NDG’s number one need
right now is finding volunteers
to help build the course. To

volunteer, contact todd@nan-
tucketdiscgolf.org.

While NDG has raised the
funds to begin installation, it is
now turning to the community
for financial support. One way
in which community members
can contribute is to partici-
pate in the “Sponsor a Basket”
program. A donation of $300
entitles the donor to naming
rights on the basket.

Disc golf enjoys a growing
popularity, with more than
2,500 courses nationwide. Ac-
cording to the course direc-
tory on www.pdga.com, the
Web site of the Professional
Disc Golf Association, there
is an 18-hole disc golf course
at Burgess Park in Marstons
Mills and a 27-hole course
at Riverhead Field in Oak
Bluffs. 8
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